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Preparation of liquids

Liquids must be prepared and brought to temperature before starting the process. For
black and white, the recommended standard temperature is 20°C (68°F). If you decide
to use continuous agitation, prepare 300ml of chemistry. In case of intermittent
agitation, prepare 490ml and be very careful not to pour more than 500ml, otherwise

liquid can leak out of the tank.
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Pouring and emptying chemicals

Once the lid is closed the chemicals can be inserted into the tank by
pouring them in at the front of the lid. Place the cylinder in the
center of the tank's edge to speed up pouring as much as possible,
7 being careful not to let the liquid flow out from the edges of the
filling space. Do not tilt the tank while pouring as this can cause fluid
to leak out of the back of the chamber. In the event of this

happening, the process remains unaffected.
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DEVELOPING

Development is the most important part of the process as it will determine the characteristics of your negative: density, rendering of light and shadow, and contrast can largely
depend on the chosen development time and type, the dilution and the chosen agitation method.

Once your diluted chemistry solution has been brought to the correct temperature, pour it into the tank. With intermittent agitation, it is very important to stir continuously for
the first 45 seconds. At the end of your chosen development time, you can pour out the solution from the tank. We suggest to start rotating the knob or crank at the same time
as when pouring the chemistry.

Temperature: If your current room temperature is much higher or lower than the temperature required by the developer, make a 2-minute pre-bath with a water solution
brought to a higher or lower temperature in order to correct the developer temperature.

STOPPING

The Stop bath must be carried out immediately after the Developer. Although it is also possible to use a simple water solution, we recommend using a dedicated chemical
solution (In particular an odourless citric-acid based one). The duration of the Stop bath should be 45-60 seconds with constant agitation for the first 30 seconds.

It is important that the difference in temperature between the Developer and Stop Bath is minimized as significant differences in temperature can compromise the integrity of
the film.

FIXING

The fixing bath is the last step of the process before opening the lid. Follow the time and dilution indications of your chosen chemical, Usually the fixing time can last from 5 to
10 minutes depending on the product and the freshness of the solution. If when opening the lid the film looks still very purple, prolong the fixing bath by a few minutes. It is
important that the temperature of the fixing solution is as close as possible to the developer and stop temperature. Major stress and temperature changes can ruin the film,
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AGITATION

b-Box can be used with two types of agitation: continuous or intermittent. Agitation happens by rotating the knob or the crank in a clockwise direction
only, as indicated by the arrows.

continuous agitation - 300ml chemical This is the recommended method to obtain consistent developing and contrast. Agitation must be continuous by
rotating the knob or crank throughout the entire process. Alternating the regularity and speed of agitation is recommended. The development process
can be further optimised by tilting the tank from side to side every 30 seconds. Continuous agitation is particularly important and recommended for
the developing phase

Intermittent agitation - 490ml chemical This mode allows the film to be stirred intermittently, however LabBox still requires more frequent agitation
compared to normal tanks. It is therefore advisable to continuously agitate for the first 45 seconds and then for 10 seconds every 30 seconds. The
agitation must be as vigorous and fast as possible: approximately 3 half turns of knob every 2 seconds. To avoid leaking, keep the amount of
chemistry under 500ml If the tank is full, be careful not to move or tilt it in such a way as to cause leakage.

300ml - Half filled 490ml - Full filled
Continuous agitation Intermittent agitation



